
 

California Jewish Clergy for a Polluters Pay 
Climate Superfund  

To California State Legislators & Gov. Newsom: 

We are Jewish clergy from across the state of California. We support our Jewish 
communities through major life cycle events, joyous holidays, and times of loss. As 
clergy in California, we have seen firsthand the impact of the climate crisis on our 
congregants and communities – including devastating fires, floods, toxic smoke-filled 
air, and the grief of facing a world on the brink of ecological collapse. Guided by the 
Jewish values of being shomrei adamah (protectors of our earth) and rodfei tzedek 
(pursuers of justice) we call on you to act swiftly and boldly to address the climate crisis. 

Specifically, we, the undersigned Jewish clergy from across California, are united in our 
call to establish a Climate Superfund in California to fund vital climate mitigation and 
adaptation, including responding to wildfires, preparing for storms, supporting workers 
and communities in the wake of disaster, and building sustainable infrastructure. The 
Climate Superfund will require the worst fossil fuel polluters — those most responsible 
for the climate crisis — to pay their fair share for the climate damages they have 
caused, while enabling California to invest in climate resilience, clean energy, and 
support for frontline communities. 

We know that our state faces escalating climate impacts that demand bold action. 
Further delay puts our communities and our futures in peril. For the wellbeing and 
protection of all of our communities, and all life, we call on you to pass a Polluters Pay 
Climate Superfund. 

We call on you to act now to ensure a livable planet so that all people may continue to 
live and thrive l’dor v’dor, from generation to generation.  

Sincerely, 

Congregations listed for identification purposes only. 

 



 

Rabbi Adina Allen, Berkeley 
Rabbi George Altshuler, Congregation Sherith Israel, San Francisco 
Rabbi Susan Averbach, Society for Humanistic Judaism, San Francisco 
Rabbi Allan Berkowitz, Cong Netivot Shalom, Kensington 
Rabbi Shalom Bochner, B'nai Israel Jewish Center, Petaluma 
Rabbi Faryn, Borella Or Shalom Jewish Community, San Francisco 
Rabbi Anne Brener, Academy for Jewish Religion, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Julie Bressler, Temple Sinai, Oakland 
Rabbi Carol Caine, Albany 
Rabbi Mychal Copeland, CCAR, San Francisco 
Rabbi Deni Deutsch Marshall, Einstein Jewish Community Services, Elk Grove 
Rabbi Calvin Dox-DaCosta, Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Amy Eilberg, Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice, Los Altos 
Rabbi Daniel Feder, Peninsula Temple Sholom, Burlingame 
Rabbi Jessica Graf, Congregation Sherith Israel, San Francisco 
Rabbi Rebecca Hecht, Peninsula Temple Beth El, San Mateo 
Cantor Ben Herman, Mosaic Law Congregation, Sacramento 
Rabbi Moshe Heyn, Coastside Jewish Community, Half Moon Bay 
Rabbi Margaret Holub, Mendocino Coast Jewish Community, Mendocino 
Rabbi Debbie Israel, Community Rabbi, Santa Cruz County 
Rabbi Margie Jacobs, Berkeley 
Rabbi Stuart Kelman, Netiviot Shalom, Berkeley  
Rabbi Lisa Kingston, Peninsula Temple Beth El, San Mateo 
Rabbi Jonathan Klein, Temple Beth El of Bakersfield, Bakersfield 
Rabbi Jonathan Kupetz, Temple Beth Israel, Pomona, Claremont 
Rabbi Chai Levy, Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley 
Rabbi Paige Lowenstein, Mendocino Coast Jewish Community, Mendocino 
Rabbi Paula Marcus, Temple Beth El, Aptos 
Rabbi Laurence Milder, Congregation Beth Emek, Pleasanton 
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh, Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Arthur Nemitoff, Los Altos Hills 
Kohenet Amanda Nube, Chochmat HaLev, Berkeley 



 

Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller, Temple Beth Hillel, Richmond  
Rabbi Janine Schloss, Peninsula Temple Beth El, San Mateo 
Rabbi Chaim (Howie) Schneider, Santa Cruz County 
Rabbi Avi Schulman, Temple Beth Torah, Fremont 
Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, Jewish Silicon Valley, San Jose 
Rabbi Ruth H Sohn, Hebrew Union College and IKAR Congregation, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Andrew Straus, Oakland 
Rabbi Shifrah Tobacman, Kehilla Community Synagogue (member only), Emeryville  
Rabbi Aaron Torop, Temple Isaiah, Lafayette 
Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias, Temple Beth El, Aptos 
Rabbi Josh Weisman, Temple Beth Sholom, Alameda County 
Rabbi Sarah Weissman, Redwood City 
Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Prusan, Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley 
Rabbi Maya Zinkow, Berkeley 
 
Rabbinical Student Brian Blum Ziegler, School of Rabbinic Studies, Beverly Hills 
Rabbinical Student Megan Eslamboly, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Mac Esters, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Shayna Dollinger, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Alyssa Feigelson, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Joshua Feldman Ziegler, School of Rabbinic Studies, Los Angeles  
Cantorial Student Shelly Fox, Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Ally Karpel-Pomerantz, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Hannah Karpel-Pomerantz, Hebrew Union College - Los Angeles, ​
Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Simcha Howard Ziegler, School of Rabbinic Studies, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Jeremy Kopczynski, American Jewish University, Camarillo 
Rabbinical Student Joshua Less, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles  
Rabbinical Student Savannah Lipner, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Joshua Mendel, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, Los Angeles  
Rabbinical Student Jacob Schatz, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Jason Schwartz, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 
Rabbinical Student Marissa Street, America Jewish University, Los Angeles 
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