
Eight weeks before election day, on Tuesday, September 8, 2020, Dayenu, a new organization 
dedicated to mobilizing the Jewish community to take bold action to address the climate crisis, 
launched Chutzpah 2020, an ambitious, non-partisan get-out-the-vote effort targeted at climate-
concerned voters in six key states: Arizona, Florida, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina and 
Pennsylvania.

People in these states (and many others) have had to contend with layers of crises in recent years: 
climate impacts like record heat, drought, wildfires, storms and floods, the coronavirus pandemic, 
and ongoing racial and economic injustice exacerbated by the economic downturn.

Polling from the Yale Program on Climate Communication and others confirmed that in the past few 
years, voters have consistently prioritized addressing the climate crisis as a key voting issue. 
However, rarely has climate been considered a top-tier issue, or featured prominently in a 
presidential election year. We wanted to help change that.

The goal of the Chutzpah 2020 campaign was to help raise the salience of climate change and to 
turn out climate voters in record numbers. We believed that if we could mobilize significant 
numbers of Jewish volunteers to connect with and inspire voters who care about climate change  – 
both Jewish and not – we could contribute to the climate movement’s power to push elected officials 
to act boldly on climate and tee up executive and congressional action in early 2021. We also sought 
to grow the base of American Jews taking meaningful action to confront the climate crisis for the 
work in the months and years to come.

IN 2020, AMERICAN JEWS VOTED AND 
VOLUNTEERED FOR CLIMATE ACTION 

CLIMATE MOTIVATES VOTERS
2020 elections turnout was record-
setting, with more than 150 million 
people casting a ballot, the highest 
percentage of voters in over a century. 
Climate-concerned voters comprised a 
majority of the electorate, and there is 
evidence from polling, social media and 
the Presidential Debates that climate 
change has become a top-tier issue for 
voters across the country. In the Jewish 
community, nearly 8 of 10 Jewish 
Americans consider the climate crisis a 
major problem, but it has never before 
been a major voting issue.

Which issues were the most important for you in 
An election-night  poll of Jewish voters (n=800) from J Street revealed that climate 
change was the second most important issue for Jewish voters in 2020. (source)

deciding your vote in the Presidential election?

https://jstreet.org/2020-election-night-polling/
http://dayenu.org/chutzpah
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/global-warmings-six-americas-in-2020/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/11/01/climate/polls-what-voters-think-climate-global-warming.html
https://heated.world/p/moveons-most-effective-election-ad
https://www.climatepower2020.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/09/Climate-Debate-Mentions.pdf
https://www.prri.org/research/believers-sympathizers-skeptics-americans-conflicted-climate-change-environmental-policy-science/
https://www.prri.org/research/believers-sympathizers-skeptics-americans-conflicted-climate-change-environmental-policy-science/


Hundreds of volunteers across the country held 
phone and text conversations with voters in six 
key states that centered on climate change, 
and response rates were consistently high for 
Jewish voters (13%) and non-Jewish voters (9%) 
alike. Coverage of the Jewish climate vote in 
The Forward, Arizona Jewish News, and J 
Weekly,  and volunteer engagement with the 
Chutzpah 2020 campaign reflect the growing 
salience of climate change as a voting issue 
within the Jewish community.

On all major campaign metrics, we met or 
exceeded our goals, including quadrupling our 
original outreach goal to 803,078 voters, nearly 
tripling  our original volunteer shift goal to 
1,105, and quadrupling our original partner goal 
to 43. In addition, roughly 50% of the attendees 
at any given Chutzpah 2020 event were return 
volunteers, exceeding our goal of 100 return 
volunteers. WE ARE READY

Dayenu leaders and 
supporters, our partners, 
and the broader Jewish 
community stand ready 
to do everything in our 
power to ensure a just, 
equitable, and 
sustainable world for all 
for generations to come. 
As we have demonstrated 
with the Chutzpah 2020 
campaign, we will vote, 
lobby, volunteer, take to 
the streets, and build the 
world we envision. 

Dayenu: We have had 
enough! But we also 
have enough – we have 
what we need to 
transform our world.

CHUTZPAH 2020: BY THE NUMBERS
Reached out to 803,078 climate-concerned voters 
in AZ, FL, MI, MN, NC and PA

Helped 21,515 voters make or confirm vote plans

Recruited 1,615 new volunteers

Completed 1,105 volunteer shifts

Held 23 live Get Out the Vote events (virtual)  

Enjoyed 31 live musical performances and Jewish 
teachings at GOTV gatherings 

Joined with 43 Jewish partner organizations to 
make Chutzpah 2020 a success

info@dayenu.org 
929 344 1266@joindayenu dayenu.org/dayenuaction

The enthusiasm from partners, volunteers, and voters reflects 
a deep concern about the climate crisis, and an 
understanding of the stakes in this election. The high rate of 
return volunteers – and the feedback we’ve received from them – 
suggest that the Chutzpah 2020 gatherings helped build 
community among climate-concerned Jews across the country 
and give people a powerful way to take meaningful action. 
Frequent volunteer Max Sussman, from Phoenix, AZ wrote this 
powerful essay explaining why he kept coming back to get out 
the vote with Dayenu.

The election is over, but we still have a long road ahead to 
confront the climate crisis with the kind of bold action that 
science and justice demand. Joe Biden has laid out the most 
ambitious plan to address the climate crisis of any President 
ever elected. But the fossil fuel industry, climate deniers, and 
their political and financial backers won't make it easy.

We're calling on President-elect Joe Biden and Congressional 
leaders to have the chutzpah to put people back to work building 
a 100% clean energy economy, creating millions of high-wage 
jobs, prioritizing environmental justice, and holding polluters 
accountable.

http://www.jewishaz.com/community/jewish-arizonans-partner-with-national-org-in-environmental-campaign/article_e5be8de0-0fc8-11eb-b53f-03943edb9754.html
https://forward.com/scribe/457831/jews-are-voting-on-climate-like-our-lives-depend-on-it/
https://www.jweekly.com/2020/10/29/across-generations-theyre-pushing-climate-change-to-the-forefront/
https://www.jweekly.com/2020/10/29/across-generations-theyre-pushing-climate-change-to-the-forefront/
https://www.facebook.com/DayenuAction/photos/a.185449349602793/215754246572303/



